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A big piece of the economy of downtown  
Cincinnati and the urban core - conventions --  
continued growing in 2009, the Cincinnati USA  
Convention and Visitors Bureau said. 
 
Total hotel room nights, the main indicator of  
success in booking conventions, grew by 5.5  
percent over 2008, according to the group's  
annual report. Although growth slowed from a  
year earlier, when a 6.7 increase was reported  
from 2007 to 2008, the bureau said the growth  
outstripped larger competitors such as Atlanta,  
Orlando, Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia. 
 
The results will be presented Thursday at the  
bureau's annual meeting at the Duke Energy  
Convention Center downtown. 
 
The group reported that 198,219 room nights  
were booked in 2009, up from 187,887. That  
produced an economic impact of $59 million, up  
5.3 percent from 2008, it said. 
 
The biggest convention in 2009 was for  
Educational Testing Services in May, which  
resulted in 13,970 hotel room nights. That is also  
expected to be the largest convention this year. 
 
In June, Cincinnati was selected to host the  
World Choir Games in 2012, which is expected to  
result in 45,000 hotel room nights. 
 

Advertisement

http://news.cincinnati.com/fdcp/?1267635584531




